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Native Plants for NSW -
Quarter 4 2025

Hardenbergia violacea (J Speight)

From the President

Dear {Contact_First_Name},

With regret we note the passing of two former board members of APS, Roger
Starling and Manfred Wagner. We also accepted the resignation of Andrew Knop
and thank him for his service.

APS is a volunteer organisation and we need the support and contribution of our
members to continue to run. At present there is a great opportunity for members to
assist with the production of this newsletter. There are no tech skills required for this
role which involves sourcing articles. A wide range of articles may be incorporated

https://resources.austplants.com.au/stories/vale-roger-starling/
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role which involves sourcing articles. A wide range of articles may be incorporated
into the newsletter with the current issue covering various plant profiles, allelopathy,
wattle leaves and conservation matters.

Finally, the last gathering for the year will be held at Mount Annan Botanic Gardens
on Saturday 22 November. This will provide a great opportunity to see various
aspects of the gardens. Bookings for the guided walks will be required on the day.
Details will be sent to members soon in a separate email, once final details are
confirmed. 

John Desmond, President
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North Shore Group - Walks and
Talks

When: Various Mondays through 2025
(starts at 9:45) 

Where: Caley’s Pavilion or Caley’s Patio
in Ku-ring-gai Wildflower Garden (most
sessions run until 12 noon) 

Join members of the North Shore Group
of the Australian Plants Society for a
fascinating talk followed by a guided walk
through the Ku-ring-gai Wildflower
Garden. Discover the beauty and diversity
of our native flora as it comes into bloom.
Walks are mostly easy to medium in
difficulty, and no prior knowledge is
required.

All sessions are free, and information
sheets will be provided. Please wear a
hat, suitable footwear, and appropriate
clothing. Bring water, a snack, and lunch
for longer walks. Sunscreen and insect
repellent are also recommended.

No booking necessary. 

More details, including dates and walk
topics here

Epacris longiflora

https://www.austplants.com.au/event-6097608?CalendarViewType=1&SelectedDate=5%2F22%2F2025
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Newcastle - AGM and
Meeting: Stephen Bell -
Unravelling the Diversity of the
Eucalyptus in the Hunter Region.

When: 6:30pm 5th November 2025
Where: Hunter Wetlands Centre

Don’t miss this free talk by botanist and
ecologist Stephen Bell. He will share his
extensive research into the region’s
eucalypt diversity, including his work
describing new species and defining
restricted plant communities across the
Hunter.

All members and their guests are warmly
invited. A bush food supper will follow the
meeting — please bring a bush food plate
to share.

More details here

Northern Beaches - Meeting and
Talk: Elly Gearing - Australia’s
Extinction Crisis

When: 7:15pm 6th November 2025
Where: Stony Range Regional Botanic
Garden, Dee Why

Elly Gearing will present Australia’s
Extinction Crisis, an important discussion
on the challenges facing Australia’s native
species. This talk will explore the causes
of biodiversity loss, the impact of habitat
destruction, and the urgent conservation
efforts needed to protect vulnerable flora
and fauna.

More details here

North Shore - Meeting & talk:
Garry Harris - Insects and the
Garden Ecosystem

When: 14th November 2025 7:30pm
Where: Beatrice Taylor Hall, behind
Wallarobba Arts and Cultural Centre, 25
Edgeworth David Avenue, Hornsby

Join North Shore APS group for a talk
with Gary Harris. Insects are a crucial part
of any healthy garden, playing roles from
pollination to pest control. Gary Harris will
explore the incredible diversity of insect
life found in native gardens and how we
can better support them through informed
gardening practices.

More details here

Blue Mountains - Meeting & Talk:
Dr Peter & Judy Smith, Consulting
Ecologists

When: 10am 23rd November 2025
Where: Glenbrook Native Plant Reserve,
41 Great Western Hwy, Glenbrook

Dr Peter and Judy Smith are long-term
residents of the Blue Mountains and
highly respected consulting ecologists
with decades of experience studying the
environment and wildlife of the Greater
Blue Mountains World Heritage Area.
Their extensive research has contributed
greatly to our understanding of this unique
landscape, culminating in numerous
publications, including Fauna of the
Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage
Area

More details here

Dates for the Diary

https://www.austplants.com.au/event-6403302?CalendarViewType=1&SelectedDate=11%2F23%2F2025
https://www.austplants.com.au/event-6085422?CalendarViewType=1&SelectedDate=11%2F16%2F2025
https://www.austplants.com.au/event-6228775?CalendarViewType=1&SelectedDate=11%2F16%2F2025
https://www.austplants.com.au/event-6189731?CalendarViewType=1&SelectedDate=11%2F16%2F2025
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ANPSA biennial conferences 

The next conference is 24–28 August 2026, hosted by APS South Australia in Alice
Springs with the theme Amazing Arid Australia. More information can be found
here. 

The conference after that is in August 2028, hosted by Native Plants Queensland
likely in Toowoomba with the theme Beyond the Great Divide. For this one, there is a
survey to assist with planning - https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MNSGWMW

And finally, don't forget there is a full listing of all APS NSW events including district
groups on our website here

Science in the garden - Allelopathy

https://www.anpsaconference.com/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MNSGWMW
https://www.austplants.com.au/Activities
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(Image: from Hunter Valley Gumleaves, June 2025)

Allelopathy is the production and release of chemicals by organisms into their
environment that act on other organisms. It is important for plants and other
organisms that cannot move, as this provides a chemical defence mechanism. For
plants this can be used to protect against herbivores, disease, and is even used
when competing with other plants.

These chemicals are not waste products, the plant must spend energy and
resources to produce them.If the cost of producing an allelopathic chemical is
significantly less than say the damage from a herbivore, then it represents a
worthwhile investment for the plant.

Mark Abell has written a fascinating piece on how and why plants use allelopathy,
first published in the Hunter Valley newsletter, June 2025. 

Read more

Garden news and tips

https://resources.austplants.com.au/stories/science-in-the-garden-allelopathy/
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Hovea longifolia (J Howes)

This month, we bring you a multitude of
tips and information from Jeff Howes on
plants such as:

Dendrobium Orchids
Elaeocarpus reticulatus
A pruning tip for Callistemons
and Melaleuca 
Pheballium squamulosum
Hovea longifolia
Grevillea lanigera Mt
Tamboritha form
Melaleuca fulgens

A big thank you to Jeff for his
contributions. 

Conservation 

https://resources.austplants.com.au/stories/growing-dendrobium-orchids-a-few-tips/
https://resources.austplants.com.au/stories/elaeocarpus-reticulatus-a-plant-that-should-be-growing-in-everyones-garden/
https://resources.austplants.com.au/stories/a-pruning-tip/
https://resources.austplants.com.au/stories/a-great-white-flowering-plant-pheballium-squamulosum/
https://resources.austplants.com.au/stories/hovea-longifolia-a-hardy-reliable-plant-for-any-garden/
https://resources.austplants.com.au/stories/australian-native-plants-that-i-grow-reliably-grevillea-lanigera-mt-tamboritha-form/
https://resources.austplants.com.au/stories/melaleuca-fulgens/
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Lepidozamia peroffskyana - Scaly Zamia – Burrawang
(Dharug language) (Image from ANBG, photographer

M Fagg)

Cycads - overlooked and now
endangered

Cycads are among the most endangered
plant groups on Earth. In 2020, 66 per
cent of cycad species worldwide were
identified as at risk. Australia has 80 of
the approximately 360 cycad species in
the world, making it a cycad hotspot.
Through the Global Conservation
Consortium for Cycads, a number of
Australian institutions have joined the
effort to prevent further cycad extinctions
and create and maintain healthy cycad
populations for the future.

Cycads originated 270 million years ago
and are often thought of as living fossils
that were associated with dinosaurs.
While their lineage ranks them among
the oldest seed plants, modern-day
cycads have only developed over about
the last 12 million years. They are very
important in the study of plant evolution
because their features allow botanists to
make connections between early seed
plants and the seed plants of today.

Peter Geelan-Small shares with us more
about cycads and why it is important we
move to help them survive. 

Read the story

Green Bans and Forest Blockades -
The 2025 NCC CONFERENCE

On our website, you will read that APS
(NSW) is a member of The Nature
Conservation Council (NCC), which
represents over 200 community
organisations and is a leading advocate
for nature in NSW. Most NCC groups are
small with APS (NSW) being one of the
largest. Harry Loots attended the 2025
NCC conference, and shares with us the
key points and information from the day. 

Read the story School strike 2019 (Photo: H Loots)

http://www.anbg.gov.au/photo
https://resources.austplants.com.au/stories/cycads-overlooked-and-now-endangered/
https://resources.austplants.com.au/stories/green-bans-and-forest-blockades-the-2025-ncc-conference/
http://www.austplants.com.au/
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Acacia - Leaves or Phyllodes?

Photosynthetic stems on Acacia
aphylla - Leafless Rock Wattle

(Hunter Valley Gumleaves, June
2025)

Have you ever noticed that wattles can have two very different types of leaves?

One type is a compound bipinnate leaf (feathery looking), and the other type looks
more like a normal simple leaf.

It turns out that the simple “leaves” are not true leaves at all, but are rather flattened
leaf stalks, modified so that they look and function like leaves. These are called
phyllodes. 

Read the story

Raising orchids from seed

https://resources.austplants.com.au/stories/acacia-leaves-or-phyllodes/
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Orchid seed is incredibly small, and
unlike most seeds they lack an
endosperm. In simple terms – the seed
lacks energy stores to support its
germination until such a time as it can
produce its own energy and has
developed a root system capable of
taking in water and nutrients. In nature,
orchids rely on complex relationships
with fungi to support germination and
establishment of seedlings.
Dylan Morrissey from the South East
NSW group shares his experience buying
orchid flasks, he says either from
madness or a sense of optimism for the
future. 

Read the story
Orchid flask (D Morrissey)

Final words...  

Calling all APS NSW photographers!

Have you taken a great photo of native flora? We’d love to showcase your work on
our growing social media platforms.This is a chance to celebrate your talent,
educate the public about Australia’s unique plants and wildlife and inspire new
members to join the society.

All contributors will be fully credited. Simply email your image to us. Include the plant
name and the photographer’s name.

Feeling inspired? You can also include a short caption or story about the photo. If
not, we’ll pair your image with an informative plant description.

This message was sent to you by {Organization_Name}

If you no longer wish to receive these emails, you can unsubscribe at any time

PO Box 263, Cremorne Junction 2090 |  {Organization_URL}

office@austplants.com.au

https://resources.austplants.com.au/stories/raising-orchids-from-seed/
mailto:austplantssociety@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/APSNSW
https://www.youtube.com/c/AustralianPlantsSocietyNSW
https://www.instagram.com/apsnsw
https://austplants.com.au/Admin/Settings/Emails/%7BOrganization_URL%7D
https://austplants.com.au/Admin/Settings/Emails/%7BUnsubscribe_Url%7D
mailto:office@austplants.com.au

